THE   VICTORIAN   ZENITH
it had been a war measure, dictated by overmastering military necessity England could not afford a practically independent Ireland on her flank, and accordingly the Irish Parliament had to be got rid of by the only possible legal means, that of bribing its members This golden argument was employed by those realistic patriots, Pitt and Castlereagh, with as little hesitation as that of lead and cold steel had been Unfortunately the insane fidelity of George HI to his coronation oath forbade them the only concession by which Union could have been made palatable to the Irish, that of votes for Catholics This was forced from a Tory government in 1829, for the excellent reason that they were unable to face a civil war, in which the considerable Irish part of our army might have mutinied The lesson that John Bull will concede to fear what he will refuse to justice was not thrown away on the Irish
The fact is that the Act of Union had given Ireland the power, sooner or later, to make things intolerable for England So long as the party game was played between Whig-Liberals and Tory-Conservatives, there must always be the danger of an independent group in the House holding the balance and dictating its own conditions Even a small and determined element in a British House of Commons, something more than indifferent to British interests, might inflict untold injury on the delicate mechanism of Parliamentary government And finally, an Ireland governed against her will might constitute a liability rather than an asset to her governors
But O'Conaell, the big, lovable romantic, with his hatred of physical force and his devotion to " the darling Queen", was no Parnell, to play Ireland's cards with the cold ruthlessness of Bismarckian realism* Having by his patriotic eloquence brought her to tfoe verge of revolution, he shrank from forcing a decision and Peel and Wellington, in the early
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